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September/October 2022 Newsletter
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. –
Hebrews 4:12 NIV

When I was younger, one of my favorite cartoons was the one with the turtles and a rat who had an encounter
with some radioactive goo. Some of you may know the basic story line: rat and turtles become sentient, and the
rat teaches the turtles the fine arts of ninja fighting skills. Each one of the four turtles had training on a specific
weapon which they would become proficient at using. One used a staff, another a pair of sais, which just looked
painful. Still another used a couple of ninja swords. But fair and away the most popular one had the nun chucks.
Nun chucks are simply two small wooden staffs connected via chain. They look innocent but in the hands of trained
ninja warrior, they can be deadly.
As a kid, I remember the first time I got a pair of nun chucks. I remembered being so excited and I could not wait
to open then up and use them. Now sadly these were, of course, the toy version which was probably for the best.
So here I was a ready to be just like those turtles and show off my ninja warrior skills.

OUCH!
On my first attempt, I promptly and firmly dinged my groin. It took a good long while, but I eventually
learned to not hit my groin or any other sensitive area on my body. Then came the next wakeup call…
CRASH!
The nun chucks are flown out of my hand and straight at the wall. Fortunately, since these were the
toy version there really wasn’t any damage. Just the stern look from my mother which said “Go play
outside!”! I had learned my lesson the hard way. Nun chucks looked cool but I ever wanted to be
skilled with them, I was going to have to do some serious training to become proficient and avoid
putting a hole in the living room wall. And the same is true for us as followers of Jesus!

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. –
Ephesians 6:17 NIV

1

This verse from Ephesians and our text from Hebrews are the two of the ones we most often associate with the
Word of God. (Also, see John 1) The Word of God (Scripture) is a powerful weapon! It is also the offensive weapon
in the armor of God. Yet, we can sometimes misuse scripture in way it was never intended to be used. We might
say something without the Spirit’s leading or use Scripture out of context. Therefore, we train!

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly handles the word of truth. – 2 nd Timothy 2:15 NIV
We train so we will be proficient with it and can use it effective to push back the enemy and let the love of Jesus
triumph! Our text from Hebrews tells us that this sword of spirit in trained hands can become a scalpel performing
delicate heart surgery, the way only God can! We should train with that goal in mind. This is very much the
difference between carpet bombing cities and the precision strikes we can do today. When we do not train how to
use this weapon, we can sometimes wound people! However, there is good news if that happens…

…so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. – Isaiah 55:11 NIV
All of us make mistakes. All of us hit our groin or the wall in training from time to time. Yet God, as always, will
use our mistakes for His glory. The key to this weapons training is letting the Holy Spirit teach and lead us. I never
did go on to become a ninja warrior, but God did teach me a valuable lesson: just having a weapon does not make
you proficient with it! May we all be followers of Jesus we are proficient with the Word of God!

Pastor Sean
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3rd Sunday Benefit is Back!!
We will be resuming the 3rd Sunday Meals on September 18. All donated money
will be given to Jericho/Taylor House and Alpha Recovery. Meals have been planned
for September, October and November. If they are well received they will be
continued through May, 2023. Menus are listed below.
Prior to each meal, sign-up sheets for sides or desserts will be in the Narthex. We
will start the first meal asking for only 8 donations of a side (or dessert). This is a
trial to see if we can eat everything and not have so many leftovers.
A “sponsor donation” will continue to be $150 to be used to purchase supplies
needed to prepare each meal. Anything not used for supplies will also be given to
Jericho/Taylor/Alpha. That sign-up sheet will also be in the Narthex.
If you have questions, please see Phyllis Crall, Carla Gerhart, Karen Scott or Barb
Spaid. Thank you for your help and support for this Woodlawn Mission. It is a gift
from the whole church and we get to have good eats too!
September 18 Ham Loaf, Ranch Potatoes, Peas
October 16 Chicken Casserole with Mushroom Sauce, Green Beans
November 20 Chili Mac, Corn Muffin, Applesauce

Thank you The Kitchen Gang:
Phyllis Crall
Barb Spaid
Carla Gearhart
Karen Scott
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The Women of Woodlawn (WOW)
Where has the summer gone? My grandmother told me that the older
you get the faster time goes, and that is so true. Fall is fast approaching.
The Women of Woodlawn or WOW as we are now known as, visited
seven shut-ins for our July meeting. It was a fun and blessed day for all of
us.
August was a regular meeting and September 21st will be a regular
meeting at the Church at 9:30 am.
We are planning to go to Kingwood Center in October. The mums
should be in full bloom then. Watch the bulletin for details on the outing as
the time gets nearer.
Blessings to all,
Karen

-The mission offering for September will be given to BORN.
-The mission offering for October will be given to Samaritan Purse.
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September Birthdays

September Anniversaries

16-Karissa Kurek
22-Rose Conley
23-Wes Crocker
25-Bob Greenick
28-Austin Strouse
29-Joe Kalb

10-Ralph & Peg Lyon
14-Dick & Ellie Rockwell
21-Scott & Laurie Heinle

October Anniversaries
October Birthdays
20-Darrel & Nancy Motter
22-Mike & Nancy Stover

16-Avery Moser (2011)
17-Darrel Motter
21-Carla Denton
21-Mike Stover
26-Carla Gerhart
28-Wanda Trash
28-Margaretha Robinette
31-Beth Heinlen
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*The September/October issues of The Upper Room devotionals are

available to you on the wall rack in the outer Narthex.
*The September/October/November issue of The Daily Bread
devotionals are available also on the wall rack in the outer Narthex.

If you would like to give altar flowers in celebration of your special
occasion or in memory of a loved one, contact Sandy Young or the church
office.
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July 20, 2022
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Woodlawn UMC,

Thank you for your generous donation of $256.00. Each donation is a
blessing God uses to bless you and others. Your donation will leave Midwest
Mission and be a practical example of God’s love in the world to the “lease of
these”. The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40
(NIV)

It is due to your generosity and partnership with Midwest Mission that we
can touch so many lives for Christ around the world and around the corner.
Thank you so much for blessing others through the ministry of Midwest
Mission!

Yours in Christ,

Chantel Corrie
Executive Director

PS. Please keep Midwest Mission in your prayers as we are praying for you.
We pray over each organization and donor before the letter leaves.
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BORN
Bucyrus Outreach & Restoration Network

BORN is a Christian Non-Profit Ministry. BORN represents Christ to the
community through helping people become self-sustaining. To provide nonsustaining emergency assistance to residents and/or transients in Crawford County,
Ohio who have financial, physical, emotional, educational, and/or spiritual needs by
networking with churches, agencies and individuals to promote effective and
efficient use of community resources.
Resources Offered:
Financial Assistance- Help with Utility bills, Rent, House payments, Temporary
housing, Other Financial Emergencies.
Educational- GED, 12 Step Program, Financial literacy, Marriage, Parenting,
Workforce readiness
Spiritual- Mentoring
Networking- With local Churches, Agencies, Community Resources and Individuals.

Each client will benefit from one-on-one interaction with caring volunteers who offer
a hand-up, not a hand-out.
Membership with BORN is open to all Christian congregations that would like to be
involved with helping people. BORN is funded by member churches, donations from
organizations and individuals.

Changing Lives Building Community
The Ohio Benefit Bank neighbors helping neighbors
The community Foundation for Crawford County
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Samaritan Purse
Samaritan Purse has responded to emergencies all over the world for
more than 50 years. While relieving suffering, they boldly proclaim salvation
in Jesus Christ because “there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)
They thank God for using this ministry to bring life-savings aid and
eternal hope to people in desperate situations.
In 2021 Samaritan’s Purse was able to comfort residents in our
country’s heartland and helped them recover after deadly tornadoes.
Their team was able to set up Emergency Field Hospital and water
filtration systems in Haiti after a devastating earthquake.
Airlifted tons of relief items to help those who fled the crisis in
Afghanistan.
Deployed medical personnel and hospitals during the ongoing COVID19 pandemic.
They also reached millions of hurting children through Operation
Christmas Child and The Greatest Journey.
Offered both healing and restoration for military couples who have
made huge sacrifices for our freedom.
Samaritan Purse is deeply grateful for all the prayers and support as
we share the Good News of God’s love and continue to “hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful”
(Hebrews 10:23)
We will be involved with Operation Christmas Child for our
November Mission. Shoe boxes will be available here at the Church,
so you can start gathering your items for your shoe box. Please
return the boxes to the Church by November 13th. We are spreading
Joy and Good News through the ends of the earth through a shoe
box.
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MINUTES
Administrative Board/Finance Committee
July 26, 2022
The Administrative Board and Finance Committee met together on Tuesday July 26, 2022 with
the following members present: Pastor Sean, Dave Teets, Phyllis Crall, Keith Blair, Sandy
Young, Barb Spaid, Marlene Malone, Josh Laferty, Tom Holtshouse and Carla Gerhart
Pastor Sean opened the meeting with the word:
Jude (1:3-4) Dear Friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we
share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted
to the saints. For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly
slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license
for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. We are reminded by Jude
to contend to our Faith, Christ calls us to love one another. Remember Jesus is Lord.
Pastor Sean started the meeting with prayer.
Dave Teets led the meetingReading of the Minutes: Everyone was given a copy of the minutes and they were read
silently. A motion by Barb Spaid was made to accept the minutes and Phyllis Crall seconded the
motion.
The Treasurer’s report: Financial Reports As of 7/26/22
Unencumbered Checking Account Balance, $4,226.25
vs $9,709.74
as of
05/31/22
Memorial/Saving Account Balance
$106,643.25* vs $104,155.38 as of
05/31/22
*We have a $1,850.00 withdrawal pending from completed tree trimming from Trustee
Funds
Handouts
Profit & Loss Reports
Balance Sheet
Memorial Fund/Savings Account

As of 07/31/22
As of 07/31/22
As of 06/26/22

Total Attendance Year to Date
Weekly Average for ALL of 2016 was 78 per week

Weekly Average for ALL of 2017 was 65 per week
Weekly Average for ALL of 2018 was 59 per week
Weekly Average for ALL of 2019 was 59 per week (excluding the Jan 20
closing)
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Weekly Average for ALL of 2020 was 52 per week Prior to suspending services
03/15/20.
Weekly Average for ALL of 2020 (for in person services) was 38 per week
Offerings Year to Date for 2022 vs. 2021 (1st 22 weeks)
 Regular Offerings of &77,108.50 were down by $13,584.50 or 15.0% compared to YTD
2021.
 $7,381.50 Total Mission & Evangelism Support Year to Date including:
$3,258.00 3rd Sunday Dinner Contributions to Alpha 12 Recovery Jericho Project
including Monthly sponsorship Contributions after Dinners were cancelled from March
2020 to August 2021
$ 0 Dinner Expense
281 Back Pack Program (April Mission Offerings)
255 Bethel House aka Voice of Hope (Payment pending as part of May Mission
Offerings)
300 BORN Pledge for 2022 (Paid from General Offerings Plus Sept Mission Offering
TBD’d)
TBD Christmas Eve Offering for “special Needs”
225 Church World Service – Blankets (Feb Mission Offering)
TBD Flat Rock (December Mission Offering)
331 “Mid-West Mission” (June Mission Offering)
TBD Hawkins’ Scholarship (There were no scholarship requested in 2022)
306 Help Me Grow (July Mission Offerings)
TBD Reffrey Family Missionaries (August Mission Offerings)
TBD Salvation Army (November Mission Offerings In addition to food drive offerings)
TBD Samaritan’s Purse (October Mission Offerings in addition to normal shoe box
offerings)
2,140 Our Children to Your Children – Ukrainian Coloring Book Project ($1,000 of this
came
As a transfer from our Savings Account Mission Fund)
218 UMCOR Disaster Relief Offerings (Jan Mission Offerings)
106 Upper Room Publication


Total Income for Year to Date 2021 was $93,301.77 compared to $113,141.67 (without
$4,765.00 paid for boiler claim payment in January 2021.
Item of Concern:
Because of our lower general offerings year to date, our current unencumbered working
check account balance has dropped to only $4,676.74. This is getting dangerously low.
This is the lowest it has been since January 31, 2021, when it was $2,181.14 (which was
the lowest we have ever seen).
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We have pending, a number of significant cost for capital improvements or significant
maintenance expenses on hold including:



Eventual replacement of deteriorating light columns at the end of the driveway.
Some areas are starting to need re-painting, arches in carport entrance for example.
Eventual roof replacement will probably be in excess of $100,000. Other potential major
maintenance or replacement items (as things age) include boilers & air-conditioner
replacements, elevator, sanctuary and eventual extensive repairs or replacement of
torginol (epoxy) flooring in the fellowship hall and classrooms.
The parsonage fund for capital improvements is now at $51,491.64 and continues to
grow because to the rent and estimated utility savings that are being added to that fund
which total $1,000 per month.
Total memorial contributions this year for Thelma Mutchler were $457, plus Ray
Patterson memorials of $45.00 and Gene Michener Memorials of $245.00. After pending
deposits our undesignated Memorial Fund will be at $14,324.23.
The Hawkins Scholarship Fund (with pending deposit $50.00 May contribution) stand at
$8,797.94. No applications were received for this year’s scholarships.

Pastor Sean: We will continue in the book of Luke for the rest of the summer. I do not have
the fall sermon schedule completed yet.
I want tonight to bring to this body basically not the final report but an update on the work
that has been done around the questions of what’s going on in the Denomination and what’s
going on in General Conference.
Since our Q & A there has been one notable update but otherwise it is the same. I am sure you
are aware that the 2022 UMC General Conference in early March was postponed to 2024 with
the date and location to yet be determined. As a result of that decision a group of traditionalist
(conservative) has decided to launch to the new denomination as of May 1, 2022.
What has happen since I last met with the group a month or two ago, several signee to the
protocol agreement that was attended to be a (amical divorce) if you will has decided to
withdrawal their support for that recommendation to General Conference. That decision has
unfortunately somewhat changed the landscape of what is going on in the United Methodist
Church. I will tell you that at conference 11 churches in the Eastern Ohio Annual Conference
has disaffiliated.
Not a whole lot has changed but there are some updates you need to be made aware of.
Pastor Sean will make a few phone calls and try to get someone to come and speak with the
members.
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3rd Sunday Benefit Meal: 3rd Sunday Meals start in September. We will still continue the
$150.00 a month sponsorship.
Hospitality: Nothing at this time.
Music: The schedule is complete for September 2022 to August 2023 with only 1 spot in July
needing filled. Ron will be only playing on the 1st Sundays of the month. Krista took all the 5th
Sundays. Bev will play on 3 Sundays. Everyone is enjoying the music.
SPR: Have not had a meeting in a while. The vote at conference was a 10% raise for the
Pastor salary, something that needs addressed and will set a meeting up to discuss.
Trustees: We had the trees trimmed around the Church and out front. The arches in front will
need painted, it is too late for this year. We will plan on painting next year. We will start the
process this year of getting a certified painter scheduled for next year.
UMW: The ladies had Christmas in July on the 20th and went and visited 7 ladies who are shut
in. The visit went very well and all the ladies were very happy to see them. The ladies are now
called “The Women of Woodlawn”.
Worship: Plan on scheduling a meeting in August to schedule for fall. There was talk on
stepping up the Christmas Eve service with more music or maybe a play.
Old Business: $1,850.00 Tree Trimming bill will be due soon. Money for this has been
allocated from the Trustee Account of our Savings & Memorial Funds.
New Business: Tom Holtshouse reported that we have just reported a possible insurance
claim in which Woodlawn United Methodist Church has been named as a co-defendant with
Patchworks House, LLC. Patchworks is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization that supervises (with
security provided by the Seneca Count Sherriff’s Dept.) parental visits with children at
Woodlawn up to twice per week. Our only involvement is letting Patchworks use our premises
(without charge) and with no other involvement.
This claim is in preliminary stages. Ohio Mutual has agreed to defend us under a “reservation of
rights action”. We are hoping to be dismissed from this case by the courts.
As a few days ago Woodlawn UMC was added as an “Additional Insurance” on Patchworks
Cincinnati Insurance Company Policy which has $1M per occurrence general liability limits of
insurance as evidenced by Certificate of Liability Insurance issued by their agent UIS Insurance
& Investments, 51 W Washington Street, Tiffin, Oh 44883.
Josh Laferty ended the meeting in prayer.
Respectfully submitted: Alice Donaldson
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Financial News as of August 31, 2022
Thank You for your continuing faithfulness and financial support of our Church. We are
current on all our financial obligations.
However, our current unencumbered checking account balance has dropped dangerously low to
$3,585.75. This balance represents only about seven days (7) days of operating expenses
(excluding mission offerings &amp; Third Sunday Mission Dinner Offerings). This time last year,
our unencumbered balance was $11,615.24. Our goal has been to try to maintain a 30-day
working balance which would represent a checking account balance of approximately $15,000.
Year To Date…
As stated above, all bills are paid and current, including all apportionments totaling $12,052.24
and all pension &amp; health, medical insurance and all salary related expenses totaling
$54,497.22.
to this time last year.
8 to Christ UMC in Galion for half of their parsonage utilities
(as we have agreed to do) for Pastor Sean and Pastor Heather (who are not living in our
parsonage). The monthly rent of $600 and our average monthly utility savings (minus our
contribution to help with Christ UMC parsonage utility expenses) is being added to our
Parsonage Fund. In this way we should have money available for the necessary expenses to
make the parsonage ready when we need to use again as a parsonage at some future date and
(hopefully) the expenses for the eventual parsonage roof replacement.
After additions including accumulated rental payments of $24,202.00 (since Pastor Sean’s
appointment to Woodlawn) our current Parsonage Fund stands at $52,491.84.
d &amp; Thelma Hawkins’ Scholarship Fund stand at $8,797.94. No
applications for 2022 were received for this scholarship.
This is down a little bit because of having to use $1,850.00 for tree trimming to prevent tree
branches from damaging the roof shingles. This fund was established to minimize the need for
future borrowing for major expenses for such things as: phased installation of new security
system, eventual boiler and air-conditioner replacements, replacement of the deteriorating brick
light columns at the end of the driveway, eventual roof replacements and the like. We have a
growing need for some exterior painting.
00. ($457 for Thelma Mutchler, $45 for Ray
Patterson and $245 for Gene Michener). These gifts have been added to our Undesignated
Memorial Funds which now total $14,624.23.
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Currently our Total Memorial &amp; Various Designated Savings Account Funds Balance
stands at $106,068.25. (Just prior to our first payment for the restroom renovation work our
total Memorial &amp; Various Designated Savings Accounts Balance was $98,987.90 on June
30, 2018).
Total Mission &amp; Evangelism Support Year To Date was $8,295.06 and includes:
$3,693.00 to Alpha 12 Step Recovery - Jericho House Project. Because of corona virus issues, 3
rd Sunday Alpha fund raising dinners were cancelled March 15, 2020 until November 2021,
when they resumed but were suspended again in January 2022. During the suspension of the 3
rd Sunday Dinners the Administrative Council voted to approve the contribution of the $150 per
month sponsorship payments to Alpha.

The $3,693.00 total contributed to Alpha year to date in 2022 was $1,699.25 less than the
$5,392.25 contributed by this time last year. Monthly 3rd Sunday sponsorships of $150 have
been paid through the end of August 2022. 3rd Sunday Benefit Dinners are scheduled to
resume in September.
Other Mission Support Offerings included:
◦ 281 Backpack Program (April Mission Offering)
◦ 255 Bethel House (May Mission Offering)
◦ 225 Blanket (February Mission Offering through Church World Services)
◦ 300 BORN (Paid $300 pledge to be supplemented by September Mission Offerings)
◦ 2,140 Children To Children - Ukrainian Coloring Book Project - $1,140 Offering + 1,000 -------from Mission Offering Savings.
◦ 306 Help Me Grow (July Mission Offering)
◦ 294 Reffey Family Missionaries (August Mission Offering)
◦ 256 Mid-West Mission - Disaster Relief (June Mission Offering)
◦ 218 United Methodist Disaster Relief (January UM Core Mission Offerings)
◦ 155 Upper Room Publications
The Love Offering for United In Harmony for August 7 Worship Service was $150.

Total Income for year-to-date 2022 was $107,145.64 vs. $131,081.81 this time last year
(without $4,745.00 received in January 2021 for a boiler claim with Ohio Mutual) or a reduction
of $23,936.17.
This reduction is mostly attributable to the $17,673.50 reduction in our Regular Offerings year
to date. Hopefully we can make up some of this shortfall by year end.
15

Thank you for your continuing financial support of our Church. If you are unable to attend “inperson” services please continue mailing your offerings directly to the Church at 1675 Hopley
Ave., Bucyrus, OH 44820.
On behalf of our Treasurer, Carla Gerhart, Finance Committee and Administrative Council, I
Thank You for your faithfulness and ask that you continue to prayerfully look at your support
level of our Church.
Tom Holtshouse
Finance Chairperson
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