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For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.     

- Isaiah 9:6 NIV 

 

 As we enter the holiday season, some of what we do will be familiar, some of it will be 

different, and likely, some of it will be strange. After the events of the last year and half, many of us 

will be grateful just to have a “normal” season of life. Yet, it is also a possibility that for some this time 

will be uncomfortable. Maybe because we lost someone due to the pandemic. Maybe because life just 

feels different. Regardless of our emotions and circumstances, one thing will likely be true for all of us: 

that feeling of waiting will be over! 

 We have all been waiting for sense of return to “normal”! It feels like a very long time even 

though it was only a year and half (or so). In the book of Isaiah, the Israelites were also waiting for 

something: a Savior! When we find Isaiah writing in chapter 9, Israel has been waiting for many 

generations for a coming Messiah! A savior who would restore Israel and bring peace to the world! 

Many hoped this Messiah would come very soon! 

In reality, they would have to wait nearly 1000 years after Isaiah was written for Jesus!  

 As we enter this advent season, a time of waiting and preparing for the birth of Jesus, what are 

you waiting on in your own life? Why are you waiting for it? How does what your “thing” is honor or 

glorify God? Are you frustrated because it has not yet come or happened? Isaiah knows how you feel 

when he reminds us of the promise of Jesus birth! He also, gives a glimpse of Jesus character and 

power: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! What these titles do 

more than anything is reveal who Jesus and what He can do in our lives: Jesus brings direction, power, 

trust (of a father or parent), and peace! 
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 May we experience all these and more and we walk into an uncertain future in our world! Jesus 

is born and that changes everything! 

 

  

         Waiting on God, 

         -Pastor Sean 

 

 3rd Sunday Benefit Update 

Just a reminder that the meal for Jericho House/ Taylor House/ Alpha Recovery will be on 

November 21 and December 19 after church.  

 

The meals for Nov and Dec will be as follows 

November 21- Chili Mac, Applesauce, Corn Muffins 

December 19- Beef and Noodles, Mashes Potatoes, Carrots 

 

Please feel free to invite your friends to join us!  

 

 

 

 

Phyllis Crall 

Barb Spaid      

Carla Gearhart                                              

Deb Teets  

Marlene Malone                                                                                                
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
The UMW met in October with Mary Fox as the speaker. She told us interesting history of 

former doctors and ministries of Crawford County. Our next meeting will be Tuesday November 

16th. We are going to tour the Jewish Temple in Marion and eat at Perkins Restaurant after the 

tour. We will meet at the church at 9:00 AM to carpool. If you want to go and you haven’t told 

Ellie Rockwell, you need to let her know by November 14th.  

 

The December 15th meeting will be at the church at 9:30 AM. This will be a combined 

Thanksgiving and Christmas program presented by Linda Heinlen.  

Be sure to take time to enjoy the pretty fall colors.  

        Blessings to all 

        Karen                                                    

 
   

    ~ ~ ~ 
           -The mission offering for November will be given to Salvation Army.  

           -The mission offering for December will be given to Flat Rock.  
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           ~ ~ ~ 

                    
 

 

 

      
 

November Birthdays                               November Anniversaries 

  4- Carol Cory        19- Warren and Sandra Bussard  
12- Phyllis Crall  
13- Ryan Sparks 
25- Ray Darnell  
26- Dave Teets  
26- Beck Reffey                              
                                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December Birthdays                                December Anniversaries 
11- Nancy Fauser          3- Harold and Anna Fitz 

15- Dick Rockwell                                               4- Ted and Beth Heinlen  

19- Nancy Stover           6- Paul and Jocelyn Esterline 

20- Don Striker         31- Ken and Karen Scott 
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             ~ ~ ~ 

 
*The Nov / Dec issues of The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread devotionals are available to you on 

the wall rack in the outer narthex. If you would like to give altar flowers in celebration of your special 

occasion or in memory of a loved one, contact Sandy Young or the church office. 

 

   
Mission Offering for November is Salvation Army. The suggested donations to bring each 

Sunday are as follows: 

November 7: Breakfast Items  

November 14: Lunch Items                                                        

November 21: Supper Items 

November 28: Snacks and Paper Products 

Thank you for your generous donations to this worthy cause.  

 

                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

Remember Samaritan’s Purse Christmas ShoeBoxes are Due Novemer 14th. There are still 

shoeboxes in the Narthex if you have not picked one up yet.  
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Financial News as of October 31, 2021 
 

Thank You for your continuing faithfulness and financial support of our Church.  Our 

Regular Offerings for the year were up by $8,056.25 or 6.4% compared to the same forty-four 

(44) week period last year.  We are current on all our financial obligations. 

   

Our current unencumbered checking account balance has recovered to a more healthy 

balance and currently stands at $16,130.35.  This balance represents about thirty (30) days of 

operating expenses (excluding mission offerings & Third Sunday Mission Offerings).  This is 

about where we would like to be.  We are at the time of year when our utility bills start going 

up.    

 

Year To Date… 

As stated above, all bills are paid and current, including all apportionments totaling 

$14,763.30 and all pension & health, medical insurance and all salary related expenses 

totaling $68,501.92.  

As stated above, our current true (unencumbered) Operating Balance (in checking account) is 

$16,130.35.   

Year to Date Regular Offerings of $134,044.50 were up by $8,056.25.  

Year to date we have paid $,2,510 to Christ UMC in Galion for half of their parsonage utilities 

(as we have agreed to do) for Pastor Sean and wife Heather (who are not living in our 

parsonage).  The monthly rent of $600 and our average monthly utility savings (minus our 

contribution to help with Christ UMC parsonage utility expenses) is being added to our 

Parsonage Fund.  In this way we should have money available for the necessary expenses to 

make the parsonage ready when we need to use again as a parsonage at some future date and 

(hopefully) the expenses for the eventual parsonage roof replacement.     

After additions including accumulated rental payments of $16,402.00 (since Pastor Sean’s 

appointment to Woodlawn) our current Parsonage Fund stands at $42,491.64 after recent 

payment of $449.97 for replacement of a garage door torsion bar.    

Total funds in the Richard & Thelma Hawkins’ Scholarship Fund now stand at $8,485.94.  

This was after a $750 payment to Walsh University for Cole Heinlein who was this year’s 

recipient of the Hawkins’ Scholarship for 2021-2022 school year.      

The current balance of the Capital Improvements Fund is $26,094.84.  This fund was 

established to minimize the need for future borrowing for major expenses for such things as: 

phased installation of new security system, eventual boiler and air-conditioner replacements, 
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replacement of the deteriorating brick light columns at the end of the driveway, eventual roof 

replacements and the like.   

Memorial Contributions year to date include: $940.00 for Thelma Hawkins to the Richard & 

Thelma Hawkins Scholarship Fund, John Miller was honored with a $100 memorial and (to 

date) Linda Greenick memorials total $175 into the Undesignated Memorial Fund Account.   

Currently our Total Memorial & Various Designated Savings Account Funds Balance stands 

at $94,047.25. (Just prior to our first payment for the restroom renovation work our total 

Memorial & Various Designated Savings Accounts Balance was $98,987.90).    

 

Total Mission & Evangelism Support Year To Date was $9,418.49 and includes:  

Hawkins’ Scholarship payment of $750 and $6,316.25 to Alpha 12 Step Recovery - Jericho 

House Project.  Because of the coronavirus issues, from March 15, 2020 onward, 3rd Sunday 

Alpha fund raising dinners were cancelled until further notice.  During the suspension of the 

3rd Sunday Dinners the Administrative Council voted to approve the contribution of the $150 

per month sponsorship payments and a special offering appeal for the Alpha 12 Step Program.  

These amounts are included in the $6,316.25 year to date total that Woodlawn has contributed 

to Alpha 12 Step Program.  (This is ahead of our 2020 year to date support for Alpha of 

$4,236.00.)         

Monthly sponsorships of $150 per month have been paid through October 2021.   

375  Back Pack Program (April) Mission Offerings  

195  Bethel House 

360  Blanket (February) Mission Offering through Church World Services  

507  BORN (this includes our budgeted $300 yearly pledge) 

188  Flying Horse Farm  

302  Help Me Grow 

254  Reffrey Family Missionary Fund 

344  Samaritan’s Purse 

257  Upper Room Publications 

106  United In Harmony Love Offering  

205  United Methodist Disaster Relief (January UM Core Mission Offerings)  

 

On December 17, 2020 both of our boilers broke down and our Church was completely 

without heat until one boiler was made operational on December 23 (fortunately it was not 
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extremely cold during this time period).  Total repairs to both boilers came to $5,745.00.  

Fortunately, all of this bill but a $1,000 deductible was covered by Equipment Breakdown 

Coverage provided from Harford Steam Boiler & Inspection Co. as an endorsement to our 

Ohio Mutual Insurance Property & Casualty Policy.  We paid this bill in January 2021.   

 

In addition to this substantial boiler repair bill, we had two other boiler and/or circulating 

pump repairs in the winter of 2020 totaling $2,836.50.  This was in additional circulating 

pump repair bill of $142 in January 2021. 

 

Thus far in 2021 we have had regular scheduled boiler maintenance and a second circulating 

pump replacement expense totaling $879.50 which was paid out of operations.  We have our 

“fingers crossed” that that will be it for this year’s heating season. 

 

In August 2021 Ohio Mutual was kind enough to pay for the sealing and restriping our 

parking lot including driveways and lane to our shelter…Thank You Ohio Mutual! 

 

The replacement of both blinds in the narthex was a total cost of $1,107.60.  Designated gifts 

for this expense totaled $560.50.  

 

Total Income for Year To Date was $169,057.26 (which included $4,745 payment from Ohio 

Mutual Insurance for the boiler claim) or a net income of $164,312.26 compared to 

$159,829.85 this time in 2020.   

  

Thank you for your continuing financial support of our Church.  If you are unable to attend 

“in-person” services please continue mailing your tithes and offerings directly to the Church 

at 1675 Hopley Ave., Bucyrus, OH 44820.             

On behalf of our Treasurer, Carla Gerhart, Finance Committee and Administrative Council, I 

Thank You for your faithfulness and ask that you continue to prayerfully look at your support 

level of our Church.  

Tom Holtshouse 

Finance Chairperson 
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Minutes 

Administrative Board/ Finance Committee 

September 28, 2021 
 

The Administrative Board and Finance Committee met together on September 28, 2021 

with the following members present: Dave Teets, Pastor Sean, Carla Gerhart, Josh 

Laferty, Shelley Darnell, Barb Spaid, Sandy Young, Phyllis Crall, Tom Holtshouse, and 

Mike Strouse.   

Pastor Sean opened the meeting and begin to lead it in prayer 

A copy of the minutes was given out and everyone was silent as the minutes were being 

read. No discussion about the minutes was held.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Boiler is in the works of getting some maintenance. The 

Unencumbered Checking balance is at $14,467.00 vs $12,000.00 in the beginning of 

June. All bills are up to date and paid, Praise God!  

 

Pastor Sean: Class meeting groups started in October every Tuesday at 6:30 PM. 

Bible study is currently on Galations then after Galations it will be the book of Jonah. 

Annual conference is still in question due to Covid restrictions.  

  

3rd Sunday Benefit: Praise God meals have resumed!  

 

Hospitality: No report.  

 

Music: No report.  

 

SPR: Annual paperwork is finished, everything is looking good!  
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Trustees: Everything is being kept up with. The bushes and tree will be removed from 

the Parsonage. Spencer’s is being used for the snow removal. Light fixtures at the end 

of the driveway will need to be replaced in the near future. Parsonage inspection will be 

scheduled.  

 

UMW: The UMW met at the Carlisle Place and it went very well. Samaritan’s shoeboxes 

are due November 14th.  

 

Worship: Order of worship is being tweaked. 

 

Old Business: There was much discussion if the front door will continue being locked 

Sunday mornings for safety and contact tracing. Josh makes a motion to keep the front 

door unlocked and there was no second. Front door will remain locked for the time 

being.  

 

New Business: No Report.  

 

Pastor Sean closed the meeting in prayer.  

Respectfully Submitted: Baylee McMillin 
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NOVEMBER 2021 
S M T W T F S 

 1 2 
 

3 4 5 6 

7 
Worship @ 
9:30 AM 

8 9 10 
 

11 
 

12 13 

14 
Worship @ 
9:30 AM 
 
Samaritan’s 
shoeboxes 
are Due! 

15 16 
UMW 
Meeting 
@9:00 AM 

17 
 

18 19 20 

21 
Worship @ 
9:30 AM 

22 
 

23 
 

24 25 
Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

26 27 
 

28 
Worship @ 
9:30 AM 

29 
 

30 
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                                    December 2021 
S M T W T F S 

 
  

  1 
 

2 3 
 

4 
 

5 
Worship @ 
9:30 AM 

6 7 8 9 
 

10 11 
 

12  
Worship @ 
9:30 AM 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
UMW 
Thanksgiving 
and 
Christmas 
Program @ 
9:30 AM 

16 17 18 

19 
Worship @ 
9:30 AM 

20 21 22 
 

23 24 
Christmas 
Eve  

25 
Christmas 

26 

Worship @ 

9:30 AM 

27 28 29 
 

30 31  

 


