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“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and 

purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to 

mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you 

up.”       

- James 4:7-10 NIV 

 

 As I write this article, our world is dealing with the effects of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Not since the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918-1920 has our world seen a crisis of 

this magnitude. Elected officials and public health directors have taken extraordinary 

measures to safeguard public health. Much the same as one hundred years ago, mass 

gatherings of all kinds: concerts, festivals, and yes, even churches have had events 

cancelled and doors closed. Many businesses have been forced to shutdown during the 

pandemic leading to levels of unemployment not seen in decades. Our world is suffering, 

and we are called to be a light in this darkness. 

 This passage from the Book of James provides us with guidance during this difficult 

time. First, we submit to God. I will admit, this is sometime hard for us. We do not always 

like to submit. It is our pride, among other things. It is important to note that we submit to 

God, not necessarily people. But when we do submit to people we do so for the sake of the 

Gospel.  

 Second, we resist the devil. This means we stand up against evil in all its forms. We 

speak out against marginalization. We are to loving peach the truth of sin and the hope that 

Jesus provides. We then draw near to God. We press into Him in our relationship with Him. 

We let God purify our hearts and make us new.  

 We also grieve, not just with our world, but with our sin and past lives. Then we let 

God change our mourning into laughter and joy. Especially during this time, this joy helps 

our world during our current struggle. So, what does all this look like for you? Where do I 

need to submit to God? In what ways am I called to resist the enemy? How does my heart 

need to change? What areas of my life do I need to surrender, grieve, and let God doing 

something new? 

 May we humble ourselves before the Lord and be lifted up. Oh, I almost forgot the 

last piece from this scripture: wash your hands! 

 

         - Pastor Sean 
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Richard E Hawkins Scholarship 

The Richard E. Hawkins Scholarship Fund was created through the planning and generosity of 

the Hawkins Family and is administered by Woodlawn UMC in memory of Rev. Richard 

Hawkins who served as pastor, 1976 to 1984. 

Scholarships are awarded on behalf of any member of Woodlawn UMC who is a student 

accepted in any college, university, school of nursing, business or technical school, on the basis 

of need, scholarship and sense of how the applicant will use the skills God has given them.  (First 

year students have preference in the selection process.) 

Award determination(s) will be based on information requested on the Scholarship Application 

and, if deemed helpful, personal interview(s). 

Awards shall be made payable to the institution in which the student is enrolled and credited in 

behalf of student scholarship recipient. 

The amount of the scholarship(s) awarded depend on the monies available in the Hawkins 

Scholarship fund at the time of the scholarship determination, subject to a (current) individual 

limit of not more than $750.  Each scholarship award is based on a one-year scholarship.  Any 

subsequent scholarship award to the same individual would be determined on the basis of a new 

application the following year. 

Applications may be obtained from the Church Office or Tom Holtshouse at 

tholtsho@columbus.rr.com . 

Scholarship application should be submitted to the Church Office to the Attention of the Richard 

Hawkins Scholarship Committee.   Deadline for submitting applications this year's is Sunday, 

May 24, 2020.    

Committee members are currently:  Pastor Sean McLeod, Thelma Hawkins, Chairman of the 

Administrative Council, Dave Teets and Specials Accounts Chairman, Tom Holtshouse.   

Anyone wishing to contribute to the Richard Hawkins Scholarship fund may do so by so making 

their check payable to Woodlawn United Methodist Church for the Hawkins Scholarship Fund. 

We sincerely thank the Hawkins Family and especially Thelma Hawkins for their generosity in 

helping to make possible higher educational opportunities for deserving students from our 

Church. 

 

 

mailto:tholtsho@columbus.rr.com
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May Word Search Puzzle 

I T H T W O R G I S U N C C H 

E R S Y A D E N O Y T R I H T 

Y A D Y A M T S A I N H N O N 

A W T H I E U M N O N T C H O 

D O F N Y R G M R A Y G O O M 

A T I Y U L N I O T S N D A H 

I E L A G N I T H G I N E M T 

R S T D E B M L T N A U M W F 

O T P S I T O S W I P R A O I 

T B A R B L O Y A N N R Y A F 

C M E E I D L M H E M A O F T 

I E R H M N B A I D A R O M A 

V N G T O D G D S R E W O L F 

M E M O R I A L D A Y E S S O 

F S E M E R A L D G P R I N G 

 

BLOOMING 
 

MAIA 

CINCO DE MAYO  MAY DAY 

EMERALD  MEMORIAL DAY 

FIFTH MONTH  MOTHER'S DAY 

FLOWERS  NIGHTINGALE 

GARDENING  SPRING 

GEMINI  TAURUS 

GROWTH  THIRTY-ONE DAYS 

HAWTHORN  VICTORIA DAY 

LILY  WARM 
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  Memorial Plaque Update: 

We are extending the deadline for names to 

be added to the memorial plaque.  If you 

would like to have someone added to the 

plaque, please call the office with the name 

of your loved one and the date that they 

passed away. The deadline will be May 31, 

2020. 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

For obvious reasons, we are not attaching monthly calendars in this 

edition of the Newsletter. However, the church body is active and alive. 

This is what is currently going on, Subject to change without notice. 

Don’t miss the Pastors daily devotion on Facebook live Monday thru 

Thursday at 7:00 p.m. Please join us for a time of learning on 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. for the Pastor’s Bible Study. This can 

be accessed with a computer or phone and the link to join the meeting 

is: https://w2g.tv/7tyzoxjqu2ht5md6iw 

 We are live streaming our Sunday Morning Worship starting at 9:30 

a.m.  

https://w2g.tv/7tyzoxjqu2ht5md6iw
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  Bible Study!    

       Join Pastor Sean  

in an online study, 

   “How to Read the Bible” 

each Wednesday at 

        7:00 p.m. 

Everyone welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

News! 
 

 

 

 

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak the Annual Conference has been postponed. The new dates 

are September 25th – 27th and will be held at Lakeside. More details to follow. 

           ~ ~ ~  

 

While we would like to resume the 3rd Sunday Benefit Dinner, the uncertainty of what the 

“Stay at home advisory” will be for May, is going to prevent us from resuming for now. 

 

As soon as we feel that we can all come together to prepare and serve it safely, we will resume. 

As of this moment in time, June will be the first possible date. We will announce it in the 

bulletin and send e-mails to the other churches when it is safe to resume. 

 

Blessings, 

Phyllis Crall & Barb Spaid 

 

           

 

Men’s Breakfast! 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this activity 

will be postponed until a later date.  We will 

make the announcement as soon as we know 

when it will start up again. 

 

Thanks! 
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*Pending current regulations mandated by the Governor 

 

 

 

All meals include sides, desserts, and drink.  The meals are served for a donation to 

benefit the local Jericho/Taylor House and Alpha Recovery. 

~ ~ ~ 

                              

 

 
  

                                                
 

 

 

                    

 

 

           

May’s Benefit Meal is cancelled due to 

the “stay at home” mandate from our 

Governor. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

              

Woodlawn’s 3rd Sunday Meal 

June 21st – 11:00 a.m.* 

Menu 

Hot Dogs 

Potato Salad 

Baked Beans 
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                      UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

Hope this newsletter finds everyone safe and well. Since the stay at home order, 

the U.M.W. has not been able to meet, so there is not much to report. The peanut 

butter collection for the children of Haiti was a success even though we were only 

able to collect for a couple of Sunday’s. 55 jars were delivered to the collection 

spot, so a big thank-you to all! 

 

Everyone stay safe and pray for things to return to a somewhat normal world. 

 

Stay Well! - Karen 

 

 
The mission offering for May will be given to Bethel House.    

The mission offering for June will be given to Flying Horse Farm.  

     

~ ~ ~ 
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May Birthdays      Wedding Anniversaries 
         May 
May 8 – Robin Hawkins                           May 5 – Ray & Wanda Trash 
May 11 – Chris Teets     May 23 – Jerry & Linda Efaw 

May 14 – Matthew Witter                May 29 – Dave & Deb Teets 

May 15 – Laurie Heinle                 May 30 – Jerry & Carla Gerhart 

May 15 – Kristen Reynolds           

May 20 – Scott Heinle                               

May 20 – Tom Kalb 

May 21 – Margaret Ohler       June 

May 28 – Harold Fitz       June 4 – Bob & Pat Trout                

May 29 – Tom Holtshouse                             

May 29 – Barb Leuthold          

 

June Birthdays 
June 1 – Linda Efaw 

June 9 – Marlene Malone 

June 23 – Cole Heinlen 

 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

The May - June issues of The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread devotionals 

are available to you on the wall rack in the outer narthex. 

 

If you would like to give altar flowers in celebration of your special occasion or in 

memory of a loved one, contact Sandy Young or the church office. 
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MINUTES 

Administrative Board/Finance Committee 

March 31, 2020 

 
The Administrative Board and the Finance Committee met together on Tuesday, March 31, 2020 

via ZOOM with the following members present:  Dave Teets, Pastor Sean, Ellie Rockwell, Carla 

Gerhart, Tom Holtshouse, Josh Laferty, Phyllis Crall, Sandy Young & Bob Greenick. 

 

Pastor Sean opened in prayer. 

 

Dave Teets led the meeting. 

 

Because the financial information that was provided at this meeting has been updated and is 

included elsewhere in this newsletter, we have deleted the previous information from these 

minutes. 

 
 

 

Old Business – None known  

 

 

New Business  
Phyllis is concerned about members who do not have computers having access to the live 

streaming of the services. Noted: Those members do have access via their phones. 

 

Josh mentioned that we have received a hearing advancement device from an anonymous donor. 

The device is at the church and he is working on installation of the device. 

 

Pr. Sean is feeling better after his allergic reaction. He stated that he is trying to live stream as 

much as possible to keep the church united as much as possible. At this point, church services 

will be canceled through Easter, maybe longer.  Live streaming of music will begin on April 5th. 

Maunday Thursday and Good Friday Services will also be live streamed. 

 

3rd Sunday Meal – Unfortunately, the 3rd Sunday Benefit meal has been suspended during this 

crisis.  Phyllis asked if we should consider asking the congregation to give a special love offering 

to the Jericho House since they are probably not getting a lot of funding right now.  It was 

decided yes, we would reach out to the congregation with another letter that Tom Holtshouse 

would draft that will be e-mailed/mailed to the members of the church. 
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Hospitality- No report. 
 

Music – Ron Bower and Krista Kenner have both agreed to play for the live streaming. 

                                                                                                                             

SPR – Josh mentioned that Brenda’s hours will be cut back to 3 days per week for an 

undetermined amount of time.  She will be available to come in additional days if the need 

arises.  He also noted that he had to buy a video capture device from Amazon.  Shipping has 

been delayed, he is still waiting for it to come in.  Ellie raised a concern about echoing with the 

live stream.  Josh is aware and is going to come up with a fix. 

 

 

Trustees – Bob Greenick gave a report on the basement painting stating that it is finished.  

Additional work had to be done due to damage found.  He is happy with the work that was done, 

but said that it did cost additional to what was first quoted, but it will be several years before it 

will have to be done again.  The trustees are also looking into a security system for the church.  

That will be on hold for the time being and will be re-introduced at a later date.  He is thankful 

that Ohio Mutual sealed the parking lot, however new cracks have formed and will need to be 

addressed.  An asphalt company has been sought out to give an estimate on repair. 

 

UMW – No report, they have not been able to meet. 

 

Worship -   No report. 

 

Miscellaneous -   Phyllis brought up the Memorial Plaque and Tom has picked it up, however, 

names were missing from the plaque and will have to have those names added. 

 

Patchworks and the Dance Classes have not been meeting due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 

Pastor Sean announced that the General Conference has been postponed to sometime in 2021. 

The annual conference has not been postponed at this time. 

 

Closing Remarks – Dave urged us that we need to keep praying for this situation and that we 

have all become stronger and maybe even smarter through all of this. 

 

Pastor Sean ended with “We are the church, BE the church”. 

 

Josh ended the meeting in prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Brenda Smith 
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     Financial News as of April 30, 2020 

 

Three months ago, who would have ever thought that we would be seeing the health, social and 

financial upheavals that we are living through today?   

Thank You for your continuing financial support of our Church during the suspension of “in person” 

services.  Our general offerings since Sunday, March 15 to April 26 have been down by $6,808 compared 

to the same seven (7) week period last year.  However, because of the Grace of God, your support and 

the continued efforts of many people who are working to be good stewards of Woodlawn Church's 

resources, we remain current on all of our financial obligations without having to withdraw monies from 

our savings / memorial funds.   

Our unencumbered operating checking account during this time did drop to a dangerous level of less 

than $3,000 at one point.  As shown below, as of April 30, 2020 our unencumbered checking account 

balance has recovered slightly to $4,870.30.  Although historically this is very low and represents only 

about eleven (11) days of operating expenses (excluding mission offerings & Third Sunday Mission 

Offerings), it has gradually been moving in the right direction. 

Year To Date… 

 As stated above, all bills are paid and current, including all apportionments totaling $6,343.00 
and all pension & health, medical insurance and all salary related expenses totaling $26,071.20.  

 Our current true (unencumbered) Operating Balance (in checking account) is $4, 870.30 
(compared to $25,245.05 as of 12/31/19).   

 Year to Date Regular Offerings of $51,801.25 were only down by $372.75.  

 Cost for restroom renovations and hall floor repairs in 2019 totaled $102,183.00.    

 After a withdrawal of $50,000 from Memorial Fund Savings to help pay for the restroom 
renovations, with financial additions since then, we currently have $11,416.57 in our 
Undesignated Memorial Funds.  

 Year to date we have paid $1,255 Christ UMC in Galion for half of their parsonage utilities (as we 
have agreed to do) for Pastor Sean and wife Heather (who are not living in our parsonage).  The 
monthly rent of $600 and our average monthly utility savings (minus our contribution to help 
with Christ UMC parsonage utility expenses) is being added to our Parsonage Fund.  In this way 
we should have money available for the necessary expenses to make the parsonage ready when 
we need to use again as a parsonage at some future date and (hopefully) the expenses for the 
eventual parsonage roof replacement.   

 After additions including accumulated rental payments of $2,400 and 27% of savings account 
interest of $8.54, our current parsonage fund stands at $25,072.14.  
 
 

 After March Mission Offerings to the Hawkins’ Scholarship Fund of $381.00, February offering of 
$25.00 and 16% of saving account interest of $2.40, the current Hawkins Scholarship Balance is 
$7,742.36 (this is down from $8,184.91 this time last year).  Additions from Recycling Income 
were zero as this was discontinued because total recycling income had dropped to such a low 
level.  
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 Currently our total Memorial & Various Designated Savings Account Funds Balance stands at 
$67,635.01 (just prior to our first payment for the restroom renovation work our total Memorial 
& Various Designated Savings Account Balance was $98,987.90).    

 December 6, 2018, we borrowed $20,000.00 from First Federal Community Bank for a 4-year 
loan at an annual interest rate of 4.75%.  The required monthly payments are $458.29 (or 
needed weekly offering of $105.76).  Current offerings are allowing us to pay down this loan off 
faster than 48 months (4 years).  The current balance on that loan is down to only $2,739.56.  
Interest paid on this loan to date is $729.56.   

 Memorial Contributions year to date are: $105.00 for Donna Kalb and 150.00 for Evelyn Keiffer.  

 Total Mission & Evangelism Support Year To Date totaled $3,590.91 and includes:  
◦ $1,970.00 Alpha 12 Step Recovery - Jericho House Project.  Because of the suspension of 

services and meetings at the Church from March 15 onward, two (2) Third Sunday Dinners 
were cancelled.  The Administrative Council voted to approve the $300 in sponsorship 
payments for March & April and a special offering appeal for the Alpha 12 Step Program of 
$735.00 which totaled $1,035 to continue our support during this difficult time.  This 
amount is included in the $1,970.00 total that Woodlawn has contributed YTD to Alpha 12 
Step Program.  (This was close to our normal contributions for two months to the Jericho 
House Project Jericho House).       

◦ Total sponsorship gifts for the 3rd Sunday Dinners YTD 2020 totaled $600.00.  Expenses for 
2020 were $268.65 plus the $300.00 given directly to Alpha 12 Step Program.        

◦   155  Back Pack (April) Mission Offering for Bucyrus Elementary & Middle School kids. 
◦   320  Blanket (February) Mission Offering through Church World Services  
◦   300  BORN  Our annual pledge of $300 will be supplemented by Sept. Mission Offerings 
◦     96  Upper Room Publications 
◦   295  United Methodist Disaster Relief (January UM Core Mission Offering)   

 

Note:  Our May Mission Offerings will be for Bethel House & June Mission Offerings for the 

Flying Horse Farm a horse-riding program for handicapped kids. 

 

 Before we had any idea of the coming coronavirus pandemic, the Administrative Council 
approved and we paid $9,845.24 out of budgeted operating expenses for a much needed mold 
removal and repainting the entire basement (fellowship hall, class rooms, hall, kitchen & all 
doors), replacing 200 plus feet of baseboards and about 80 water stained ceiling tiles in the 
basement and narthex.  

 

Total Income for YTD 2020 was $65,489.55 compared to $73,566.63 this time in 2019.   

         More… 
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Please continue your financial support of our Church during this challenging time by continuing to mail 

your tithes and offerings directly to the Church...1675 Hopley Ave., Bucyrus, OH 44820.             

    

On behalf of our Treasurer, Carla Gerhart, Finance Committee and Administrative Council, I Thank You 

for your faithfulness and ask that you continue to prayerfully look at your support level of our Church  

Tom Holtshouse 

Finance Chairperson 

                                          .                                                                                                                       

                                         
 

                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       


