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    “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  

                          The old has gone, the new is here!” - 2nd Corinthians 5:17 NIV 

As we enter the new year, many of us will no doubt make new year resolutions. Some will desire 

to lose weight. Others will want to get a better handle on their finances. And others will want to 

improve other areas of their lives such as family, employment, and the pursuit of happiness. No 

doubt that the turn of the calendar is a perfect opportunity for a fresh start.  

 Fresh starts provide the chance to start anew and perhaps improve our lives. But we 

should always remember that often these plans do not work out. Why? Because they are usually 

rooted on our own desires and power.  But God offers us something better than a self-help plan: 

He offers us His Son, Jesus. As the Apostle Paul reminds us, in Christ, we are made new! Not 

simply a makeover but a whole “new creation”! We are made complete, fresh, and new to live 

for God’s kingdom and plan! When we make new year resolutions, often they never actually last. 

We plan to work out more, so we get a gym membership and then come February we never use it 

again. We plan to improve our diet and life gets in the way. There is the desire to change our 

habits, but we find it difficult. Changing a bad habit is very difficult. This is where Jesus comes 

in.     Paul reminds us that in Jesus, we are made new. And our lives are changed. Not by making 

new year resolutions but by the death and resurrection of Jesus! Our old self is crucified with 

Christ (Galatians 2:20) and we are raised to new life in Jesus. Yes, living into our new life is not 

always easy but it is possible by trusting in Jesus! Being a new a creation does not depend on 

our new year resolution but on the Good News of Jesus Christ! In order to make effective 

change, we start one day at a time. The key is that if we do stumble, we keep it and keep going. 

This is why many do not finish their new year resolutions.    

So, in this new year may we make only one resolution: to trust Jesus for everything and 

let Him change us each day!                         1                     
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Bible Study!    

         Join Pastor Sean 

in a study of the 

Book of Judges 

each Wednesday at 

        7:00 p.m. 

Everyone welcome! 

 

 

~ ~ ~ 

Thank You! 
 

Thank You:  “Thank you so much for your thoughts, support, and prayers throughout Mom’s 

illness and death.  We are especially grateful to Pastor Sean, the ladies of the UMW, Don, Josh, 

and Elma for helping to make her funeral service so very special and memorable.  Mom loved 

and cherished everyone in our Woodlawn family, as do we.” 

                              Sara, Wes, Payton, Gabriel, and Greyson Crocker  

                                                       and Jared Dilley 

 

Thank You:  “Thank you so very much for the joy that the Woodlawn Christmas carolers 

brought to me on Sunday, December 8!    Their songs, hugs, and the smiles on their faces 

brought me much Christmas cheer and I enjoyed it all.”……..Mary Russell 

 

Thank you:  “A big THANK YOU to the men who helped take down the stage in the Fellowship 

Hall last week:  Josh Laferty, Tom Holtshouse, Dave Teets, Paul Woodward, Ray Patterson, 

Mike Strouse, Austin Strouse, and Ethan Strouse.  Your help was greatly appreciated!” 

                                                                                               ……..Bob Greenick 

 

Thank You:  “Thank you so much for your donations!  It is a true blessing to know that we have 

your support!  God bless and Happy Holidays!”…..Love, Everyone at the Jericho House! 

 

Thank You: “Woodlawn Kitchen Women:  Thank you so much for the funeral dinner you put 

together for Mom.  I appreciate all the work you put into it.  And thank you all for your 

friendship with Mom. She cared about all of you very dearly.” Thank you again, Megan Markley 
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Men’s Breakfast! 
Wednesday, January 8, 7:00 a.m. 

Bucyrus Community Hospital Cafeteria 

Guest Speaker: Coach Brad Smith 

OSU Assistant Golf Coach! 

Two years of professional golf! 

Played collegiate golf at Ohio State! 

ESPN Academic All-America Second team! 

2nd team all-big Ten and led Buckeyes to a 

5th Place Finish at the NCAA Championship!! 

Bring a friend! 

 



 

 

                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

All meals include sides, desserts, and drink.  The meals are served for a donation to 

benefit the local Jericho/Taylor House and Alpha Recovery. 

~ ~ ~ 

                              

 

 
 A MEMORIAL PLAQUE will soon be available that will 

hold the names and death dates of former Woodlawn 

members given by members of this congregation.  Those 

wishing to add the name of their loved one(s) and the date of 

death on the memorial plaque are to contact the church 

office. 
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Woodlawn’s 3rd Sunday Meal 

January 19 – 11:00 a.m.  

 

Menu 

Shredded Chicken Sandwich 

 or Hot Dog 

chips, pickles 

 
 
 

 

 

                         

Woodlawn’s 3rd Sunday Meal 

February 16 – 11:00 a.m. 

 

Menu 

Chili Mac,  

Applesauce, 

Corn muffin 
 



 

 

        UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and looking forward to a healthy and 

peaceful New Year.  

 

The ladies have our meetings planned for the year: 

 For the January meeting we are going out for breakfast.  

     The date is January 15 at 9:30 a.m. at the hospital cafeteria.  

 

 The February meeting will be Prayer and Self Denial at the church on 

February 19th at 9:30 a.m.  Linda Heinlen will present the program.  
 

All ladies are welcome to join us any time. 

Stay warm and enjoy the beauty of winter. 

 

                                                                         ……………Karen 

 
The mission offering for January will be given to UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee 

On Relief.  (Providing relief in disaster areas, aiding refugees, and confronting the challenge of 

world hunger and poverty.).   The mission offering for February will be given Church World 

Service for blankets.     

~ ~ ~ 

 
  4 



 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays      Wedding Anniversaries 
January 4 – Pam Holtshouse  February 1 – Bill and Carla Denton 

January 7 – Mary Russell   February 14 – Ray and Shelley Darnell 

January 8 – Peg Lyon   February 18 – John and Dorothy Miller 

January 17 – Don Heinlen 

January 18 – Sandy Young 

January 18 – Ray Trash 

January 20 – Sandy Michener 

January 21 – Laurie Reynolds 

January 26 – Ralph Lyon                        February 14 

January 27 – Lydia Strouse                                            Valentine’s Day! 

January 27 – Ethan Strouse  

January 28 – Karen Scott  

      

February Birthdays 
February 10 – Thelma Hawkins 

February 14 – Donna Kalb 

February 16 – Nancy Motter 

February 18 – Chardonay Moser 

 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

The January-February issues of The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread 

devotionals are available to you on the wall rack in the outer narthex. 

 

If you would like to give altar flowers in celebration of your special occasion or in 

memory of a loved one, contact Sandy Young or the church office. 
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NO ROOM 

(A letter from missionaries Lyle and Becky Reffey) 

 
At Christmas time we enjoy putting up the Christmas tree, decorating the house, and singing the 

carols.  We also read the account of Jesus’ birth, which includes setting up the nativity.  One 

aspect of His birth has captured my thoughts this year.  It is from Luke 2:7.  It says, “and (she) 

laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”  There was no room.  This 

was all part of God’s plan from Jesus’ birth, but it doesn’t quite seem right.  It has also made me 

reflect and consider my priorities.  Is there room in my life right now for Jesus?  Is there room in 

my schedule for others that might be shepherds or wise men? 

 

This fall was quite busy with safety audits and several safety conferences.  The safety audits 

were for two schools that train missionary pilots and mechanics.  One way of looking at the 

safety audit is that we are trying to determine if the missionary aviation organization has room 

for safety.  Does their schedule have room for safety meetings and briefings?  Is there room in 

the budget to purchase or replace needed parts and equipment?  Is safety a priority or is there just 

no room?  We are always encouraged to see what is being done to enhance safety.  But, we 

always seem to be able to find areas that can be improved.   

 

Now we are personally encountering a time when there will be no room for us.  In June we were 

told that the house we are renting will be sold in the summer of 2020.  This has caused us to do a 

lot of praying and seeking God’s plan for our future.  Over the past five months we have seen 

God work in special ways to show us that He wants us living in Michigan.  We will be moving to 

Ionia, where one of the training schools is located.  We’ll continue to serve with Wycliffe, 

JAARS and Mission Safety International.  So Lyle will continue to travel to wherever he is 

needed to do the safety audits and safety training.  About one day a week he will also be helping 

at the school as their safety manager.  Becky will plug in at the school and minister to the wives 

and single ladies.  And we’ll both help recruit pilots and mechanics for JAARS.  Our grandson 

sealed this for us when he gave “Papa” a Michigan key chain right before we told our kids and 

grandsons about God’s plan for us.   

 

We have never owned a house here in the USA.  We feel that God would have us look into this 

possibility in Ionia.  We have started that process and found that there is a ranch-style house 

beside two of our friends that serve at the school.  But, it is not for sale yet, and we don’t have all 

the finances yet.  Would you pray with us about this house in Ionia?  And would you consider 

giving a special gift to help with the purchase of a house?  You can send it to us or to Wycliffe at 

this address:  Lyle and Becky Reffey, 6103 Webster Way, Waxhaw, NC  28173 

 

Thank you for partnering with us through the many years!  You have always made room for us in 

your homes and churches in your payers, and in your giving.  We can’t do this without all of you.  

Have a very Merry Christmas and may we all make room for Jesus and others this year! 

 

- Lyle and Becky Reffey 

 
                                                                      6 



 

 

MINUTES 

Administrative Board/Finance Committee 

December 17, 2019 

 
The Administrative Board and the Finance Committee met together on Tuesday, December 17, 

2019, with the following members present:  Karen Scott, Tom Holtshouse, Carla Gerhart, Bob 

Greenick, Ellie Rockwell, Marlene Malone, Phyllis Crall, Keith Blair, Dave Teets, Pastor Sean, 

Sandy Young, and Shelley Darnell.   

 

Pastor Sean gave the opening prayer.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the previous 

minutes.  

 

Because the financial information that was provided at this meeting has been updated as of 

December 31, 2019 and is included elsewhere in this newsletter, we have deleted the previous 

information from these minutes. 

 

 

New Business…..It was mentioned that the rental monies received are going into Woodlawn’s 

parsonage repairs fund.  We are paying half ($251) of the utilities of the Galion UM parsonage.  

They are asking for an additional $200 more per month for other parsonage expenses for a total 

of $451 per month.  Pastor Sean said generally the cost is split between the two churches. Pr. 

Sean mentioned that for 10 years that Galion parsonage was used as a regular house and it was 

only rented and the renters would have used the house causing the usual wear and tear.  The 

Galion parsonage has only been used as a parsonage for a couple of years.  One board member 

said the $451 per month is ok and then pay with a check for $1451 per month to catch up.  

Motion was made and seconded. All approved.  At the end of Nov. we have $48,000 in the 

memorial saving account; $9,886 is available for replacement or improvements; $18,800 is 

available for future needs. 

, 

Pr. Sean – received an email from the Crestline UMC asking for prayers for a children center.   

Pastor Sean will give this request to the Woodlawn UMW.   He also wants to continue with the 

visioning meetings in February.  The Christmas Eve service is all set up.  There will be a guest 

speaker in January with a pulpit swap with Pastor Sean’s wife, Pastor Heather on January 26.  

Photos are needed for the new web site with photos of church gatherings, 3rd Sunday meal, etc. 

 

3rd Sunday Meal – all going well.  Residents from the Jericho House are most welcome to come 

to worship and the meal and are great helpers in the kitchen.   

 

SPR – Marlene, Josh, and Dave met with District Superintendent Nester…all normal paperwork 

is done for 2019 and the appropriations are paid.   

 

Music – Great job, Phyllis for organizing various pianist and organists for the worship services. 

                                                                                                                             more…. 
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MINUTES 

Administrative Board/Finance Committee 

December 17, 2019 continued…. 
 

 

Trustees  
1.   It was suggested that windows be put in the office doors, a quote estimate is $475 for two 

doors.  The go-ahead was given for a Chad Hoepf Construction to do this job.  

 2.  A discussion proceeded regarding a possible security system for the church. 

 3.  It was mentioned that the basement walls have mold. BDry was contacted and they suggested 

Lief Hartley could be the painter for the walls – has a $3,900 price.  This fellow was going to do 

more work on walls – all outside walls and additional walls with Clorox bleach etc.  20 gal of 

paint.  Good idea to have BDry see where the water is coming in.  $3,750 Hartley’s Painting was 

quoted.  Recommended by BDry.   Need to get rid of the stage.  Tom suggested taking out the 

stage and get the painting of the walls done.  Motion by Shelley. Seconded by Phyllis to get the 

panting done and then remove the stage. 

 

UMW – Karen Scott – mission Sundays – the Christmas offering will go to a family in need. 

 

The memorial plaque will contain the deceased members’ names and death date that are reported 

from members of the congregation.  Members should contact the church office to add their loved 

one on the plaque.   

 

Tom will plan on the United in Harmony possibly doing the worship service on August  2.   

 

A motion was made to change those in charge of the lock box to Bob Greenick and Don Striker; 

seconded by Phyllis. 

 

Motion made to continue supporting BORN, motion by Phyllis; seconded by Carla. 

 

PSean – discussed the media platform, Right Now Media, with the congregation emails. 

 

Financial News as of December 31, 2019 

Woodlawn Church continues to be blessed financially because of the Grace of God, your support and the 

continued efforts of many people who are working to be good stewards of Woodlawn Church's 

resources.   

Year To Date… 

 All bills are paid and current, including all apportionments totaling $19,647.09 and all pension & 
health, medical insurance and all salary related expenses totaling $78,110.13.  

 Our current true (unencumbered) Operating Balance (in checking account) is $25,245.05.   

 Year to Date Regular Offerings of $159,554.70 were up $ 8,931.88 or 5.9%.   continued….. 
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Financial News as of December 31, 2019 continued… 

 

 Restroom renovation contributions from beginning of project total $45,129.00. 

 Cost for restroom renovations and hall floor repairs totaled $102,183.00.    

 After a withdrawal of $50,000 from Memorial Fund Savings to help pay for the restroom 
renovations, we currently have $11,146.30 in our Undesignated Memorial Funds (including 2019 
undesignated memorials of $2,040). 

 The vehicle damage to the brick column in the carport was paid from the insurance settlement 
of $9,826 …leaving $8,916.31 in our (general) Replacement Fund.  

 We are currently paying Christ UMC in Galion for half of their parsonage utilities (as we have 
agreed to do) for Pastor Sean and wife Heather (who are not living in our parsonage).  We 
expect half of the Christ UMC utilities for their parsonage to average between $250 to $275 per 
month.  For July – December we have thus far paid $1,255.  The monthly rent of $600 and our 
average monthly utility savings (minus our contribution to help with Christ UMC parsonage 
utility expenses) is being added to our Parsonage Fund.  In this way we should have money 
available for the necessary expenses to make the parsonage ready when we need to use again 
as a parsonage at some future date and (hopefully) the expenses for the eventual parsonage 
roof replacement.   

 After additions including accumulated rental payments of $4,500 (which includes January 2020), 
estimated $2,500 in net utility expense savings and 27% of savings account interest of $9.63, our 
current parsonage fund stands at $20,964.90.  

 After making scholarship payments in August totaling $1,000, the Hawkins Scholarship Balance 
is $7,332.07.  This includes 16% of first, second & third quarter saving account interest totaling 
$5.70, total year to date Recycling Income of $228.36 and March Mission Offering of $547.00.  
The value of recycling materials has dropped to extremely low levels.  The total recycling income 
for the last 6 months has dropped to only $68.83 or $11.47 per month.  Because of the minimal 
return on our recycling efforts, our recycling efforts have been curtailed at the present time.  

 Currently our total Memorial & Various Designated Savings Account Funds Balance stands at 
$51,327.21 (just prior to our first payment for the restroom renovation work our total Memorial 
& Various Designated Savings Account Balance was $98,987.90).    

 December 6, 2018, we borrowed $20,000.00 from First Federal Community Bank for a 4-year 
loan at an annual interest rate of 4.75%.  The required monthly payments are $458.29 (or 
needed weekly offering of $105.76).  Current offerings are allowing us to pay down this loan off 
faster than 48 months (4 years).  The current balance on that loan is down to $6,813.96.  
Interest paid on this loan to date is $648.97.   

 Memorial Contributions year to date are: $50 for Fred Sparks, which was directed to the 
Restroom Renovation Loan, $930 for Sue Markley and $1,110 for Joan Dilley.  

 Christmas Love Offerings totaled $1,087.  

 Total Mission & Evangelism Support Year To Date (including Hawkins Scholarship payments) 
totals $14,880.78 and also includes:  

◦ $5,523.00 from 3rd Sunday Dinners (including $94 in sausage sales contributions) to Alpha 12 
Recovery Jericho Project.   

◦ Total sponsorship gifts for the 3rd Sunday Dinners YTD 2019 totaled $1,475.00 (this includes 
one $150 contribution for January 2020 but does not include the value of sausage & turkey 
donations for 2019 & January 2020) vs dinner expenses of $1,628.83.  Expenses for 2019  c 
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                          Financial News as of December 31, 2019 continued… 

 
◦ were $303.83 more than 2019 Sponsorship donations but some of these expenses were for 

food and supplies that will be used in 2020.  Hopefully these will balance out in early 2020.      
◦   262  Back Pack Mission Offering for Bucyrus Elementary & Middle School kids. 
◦   362  Bethel House in Upper Sandusky, OH  
◦   750  Blanket Mission money (This was the highest in several years & perhaps a new 

record.)  
◦   638  BORN  Our annual pledge of $300 & $338 from our September Mission Offerings 
◦   297  Crawford Works Mission Offerings 
◦   429  Flat Rock Mission 
◦   293  Flying Horse Ranch, Mt Gilead, OH 
◦   693  Help Me Grow Fund administered by the Crawford County Health Department 
◦   482  Reffey Family Mission 
◦   447  Salvation Army Mission Offerings 
◦   352  Samaritans’ Purse  Mission Offerings 
◦   442  Shalom African Missionary C/O Kath Smith  
◦   288  Upper Room Publications 
◦   263  United In Harmony Love Offering 
◦   295  United Methodist Disaster Relief (UM Core)   

 

Total Income for YTD 2019 was $209,134.22 (excluding the $9,826.00 insurance settlement total our 

income was $199,308.22 compared to $206,558.62 in 2018).  The reduction of 2019 income was 

mostly because of the restroom renovation contributions made in 2018.   

 

Excluding the Sunday that we did not have services for snow (January 20) for all of 2019 compared to 

2018, our average Sunday Service attendance was 56 vs. 59 in 2018.  Average weekly Sunday School 

attendance in 2019 through May 5 (after which Sunday School was suspending for the summer) was 10 

vs 13 in 2018 per Sunday.  

 

On behalf of our Treasurer, Carla Gerhart and Finance Committee, I Thank You for your faithfulness and 

ask that you continue to prayerfully look at your support level of our Church.             

Tom Holtshouse 

Finance Chairperson 

Mission Offerings: 

    January –M Core Disaster Relief; February – blankets through Church world Service 
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  1 
Scouts 11:am 

2 
Sunday School 

       8:30 a.m. 

    Worship 

     9:30am 

       Holy     

Communion 

3 

 
   Daisy Scouts 

     4:30 p.m. 

    

4 
 

5 
 

Bible Study 

7:00pm 

 

 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9   

 

Sunday School 

       8:30 a.m. 

    Worship 

     9:30am 

 

10 
 

 

11 

 
    

12 
Prayer Breakfast 

7am - BCH 

 

 

Bible Study  

7:00pm 
 

 

13 
 

     

14 
 

 

 

 

   

15 

 
 

 

16  

Sunday School 

       8:30 a.m. 

    Worship 

     9:30am 

3rd Sunday Meal 

 

17 
Daisy Scouts 

4:30 p.m. 

18 

 

19 

 
  UM Women 

       9:30 am 
 

Bible Study 

7:00pm 

20 

 

21 

 

22 
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23 
Sunday School 

       8:30 a.m. 

    Worship 

     9:30am 

 

24 

 
25 

 
 

26 

 

Bible Study 

    7:00pm 

27 28 
 

29 


