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From the Desk Pastor Jim

"...the Lord knows
how to rescue godly

men from trials..."
2 Peter 2:9

Last Thursday I suf-
fered an accident that
was literally chill-

ing. While pulling out
of my driveway, I no-
ticed a large hole in
my greenhouse. The
greenhouse holds the
most important part of
my plant collec-

tion. These are winter
-growing plants from
South Africa. Many
of them could
best be de-
scribed as rare,
expensive, and
almost impossible
to re-

place. The winds
were strong, tempera-
tures were well below
freezing, my heart
went numb. [ ex-
pected the entire col-
lection to be frozen

solid.

It wasn't. Apparently
the greenhouse panel
had blown off just
before I left the
house. The hole was
noticed in time to do
something about
it. Even though the
day was brutally cold,
the sun was up and
shining
strongly. Some of the
pots had started to
freeze but nothing was
killed. In fact, there
was hardly any dam-
age at all. Barb and I
spent an
hour haul-
ing plants
into the
house

could be repaired. I
was unhappy. I was
also relieved. Instead
of'a complete disaster,
it was a hassle, and
hassles can be lived
with.

METHODIST
CHURCH

Events at a Glance

> Jan 31, 2010—Mavie:
Return to 0z 0 630pm

> Feh 15, 2010—Deadline

for March/ April News-

] |etter
God does not promise

our lives will be trou-
ble free. That kind of
freedom will be found
in heaven. The Lord
does promise to sus-
tain us and rescue us
from trials. My first
reaction to the green-
house accident was to
be very upset. On re-
flection, I am thank-
ful. Nothing was
lost. I even got some
needed exercise haul-
ing plants into the
basement. Life is like
that God's peo-

ple. The world and
the devil throw all

kinds of  ggyERENDEUN.COM COPYRIGHT G4, INC

Sunday

> Feb 28, 2010—Blanket

problems
our

way. The
Lord clears
them all
away.

God bless,

Pastor Jim

PLEASE INSERT YOUR CREDIT CARD TO BEGIN
YOUR ELECTRONIC OFFERING TRANSACTION

03-03-1998
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January Dates to remember:
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Congratulations to

Saturday, January 9, 9am SPR Meeting David Crall and Alaina
Sunday, January 10 Worship servce Pastor Bob Mathias Maples who were en-
with Holy Communion and Annual Birthday gaged Sunday, Decem-
Dinner to follow worship ber 13!
Monday, January 11, 6pm Finance Meeting;
7pm Administrative Board The Woodlawn UMC
Sat., January 16, 730am Mends Breakf ast at|Ahhoas(Gookie &Vhlk
Monday, January 18, 6pm Trustee Meeting made a generous profit
Thursday, January 21, 5pm  Women with a New Vision Meeting of $390 to put towards
at Hospital Camp Scholar-

Sunday, January 31, 6:30pm Movi e, fReturn to Ozo ships. Thanks to every-

one who participated.

February Dates to Remember:

Membership

Monday, February 1, 7pm Worship Meeting
Saturday, February 13, 9am SPR meeting NEWS
Monday, February 15 Deadline for March / April newsletter
Wednesday, February 17, Ash Wednesday Our sympathies to go
Sunday, February 21, 7pm Joint Lenten Service, location tha the family of Theda
Sunday, Feburary 28, Blanket Sunday Lederer, member of
6:30pm "Oh God! You Devil'" movie Woodlawn UMC,

, _ ] o ] passed away January 4,
We will soon be entering the Lenten season, a time of the year when Christians tradi- 2010
tionally prepare for Easter by turning away from sin. Good and bad are choices that ’
we make. This year [ want us to think about these choices by watching a movie to-
gether on the last Sundays of January, February, and March. Each movie deals with Also sympathies go to
choosing between good and evil, and the results our choices bring to our lives and the Barb Spaid, Jenni and
lives of those around us. Each movie is suitable for elementary children but will be Mark Gerger and their
appreciated by adults. The movies are Walt Disney's, "Return to Oz; comedian families at the passing
George Burns', "Oh God! You Devil!; and the 2008 Miramax film, "The Boy in the of John Spaid on Janu-
Striped Pajamas." The first 2 films are light-hearted but with serious themes. "The ary 6.

Boy in the Striped Pajamas" is not a happy movie but should be seen by every-
one. Films will start at 6:30pm. I will pass out questions before each film, and we

will discuss when the film is done. Popcorn and drinks will be served. Baptism: Xara Fauser

December 13, 2009
Sunday, January 10, Both services, Pastor Bob Mathias will be preaching and Holy
Communion will be served this day. Death: Fred Christman
November 22, 2009
Also, Woodlawn's Annual Birthday Dinner will be held after the 10:30am worship
service on Sunday, January 10.

Wednesday, February 17, Ash Wednesday, 7pm service, location to be announced.

Sunday, February 28, Blanket Sunday
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Merger Meeting Minutes

United Methodist Vision Committee
Minutes
November 15, 2009

The purpose of this meeting is to review survey results both by individual church and all churches com-
bined. What results do we want to evaluate?

Epworth was reviewed first: Written comments d

First:  Survey responses seemed consistent with the comments Dr. Ball has heard

Woodlawn: No surprises

Grace: Results were not tallied prior to the meeting. A survey with all churches tallied by percentage is
attached to this record.

e Results of all four church responses will be distributed to all four churches.

o It was suggested that a second survey be prepared which has more specific questions about which
type of merger may be desired.

e Each church must determine whether they want to continue the combined services.

o All congregations are in favor of combining ministries.

e Whey do we think that merging wild.l hel p us

bett

e We need to reach out to younger @asdcallatdffth Have s

grade.
o We are ineffective because our financial resources are spread so thin.
e What does it mean to be a witness for Christ in this culture?
e I f we dondét make progress toward a merger
o Next survey possible question: Are you in favor of leaving your building?
o Large churches survive by conducting small group activities.
e Maybe we need to concentrate on the 20-35 age group.
e Should we initiate a United Methodist softball or soccer team?

All councils of each church should decide if they want to continue to participate in the combined
monthly services. The tentative schedule would be:

First-January

Grace-February

Epworth-March

Based on the fact that some congregations believe it is so, how do we address the question that the
merger pace is too slow? Should we create a sub-committee to start work on the second survey? Should
we have representatives from each church? It was determined that we come to the next meeting with
ideas about a follow-up survey. A second survey to be distributed in early 2010 will be created.
Comments from three of the churches were distributed.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Efaw, Woodlawn United Methodist Church

goal ,
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Finance Committee Report

From all the Members of the Finance Committee at Woodlawn, we wanted to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Blessed New Year. We also wanted to report on our meeting of November 30, 2009.

GOOD NEWS

Through the combined efforts of our staff and our committees, we have been able to meet our obligations
through the month of November. See Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements.

I) We paid the bill for sealing the parking lot through your extra donations totaling $5,429 of the $5,580
bill.

2) General fund contributions were almost $197,000 through November.

3) We have reduced our debt from about $36,500 to less than $29,000 from the beginning of 2009 till
now.

4) We have continued to support missions on a monthly basis with contributions of $3,865 through No-
vember.

5) As of today, our apportionments are paid current through November. Apportionments are used for ad-
ministrative programs of the United Methodist Church, but almost $26,000 of our annual apportionments
support United Methodist mission efforts around the world.

CHALLENGES FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2009 AND 2010

1) We still face many financial challenges to fmish the current year strong as well as meet our obligations
for 2010 as a congregation.

2) We continue to fall short on our tithes. Though our bills are paid, we are still short of where we need to
be. We used Memorial Funds to pay our gas bills in March to avoid late charges. That money has not been
repaid. Our shortfall continues to grow. During October and November, we have averaged $4,075 per
week or $305 less than our weekly budget. For the year, we have averaged $4,096, which is $284 short of
our weekly budget. See Chart Below.

3) We will be facing some large capital expenditures in the next year to replace our roof and heating sys-
tem at a projected cost in excess of $75,000.

4) Our budget for 2010 has very little room for error. Our alternatives for cutting from our current budget
are to reduce staff, staff salaries, utilities and other maintenance and capital improvements. These deci-
sions will impact our church programs, our church building, our missions as well as our commitment to
The United Methodist Church and its missions through our annual apportionment.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

We ask each of you to:

1) Pray for our church, its ministries and the needs of our members.

2) Pray for wisdom and guidance for our leaders.

3) Pray for the children who represent the future of our church.

4) Prayerfully consider your blessings in Christ and your response to those blessings.

We recognize that these are difficult economic times and we appreciate the level of support provided by
the membership. We will continue to monitor and work with our financial situation and keep you in-
formed regarding our financial picture going forward. If difficult decisions need to be made, the Adminis-
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Finance Committee Minutes (cont'd)

trative Board will make those decisions with input from the congregation. Thank you again for your faithful
support. We ask for your prayers and Godoés bl ess
Tom Kalb,

Finance Committee Chairman

Woodlawn United Methodist Church
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements

Actual thru Budgeted thru Over (Under)
11/30/2009 11/30/2009 Budget

General Fund Receipts
General Offerings 196,623 209,077 (12,454)
Sanctuary Offerings 9,336 6,008 3,328
Total general fund receipts 205,959 215,085 (9,126)
Other Receipts
Fellowship hail Rent 500 500
Borrowings from Memorial fund 6,269 6,269
Other Designated 660 660
Other receipts total 7,429 7,429
Total receipts 213,388 215,085 (1,697)
General Fund Expenditures
Apportionrnents 1 TMC 30,940 30,765 175
Mansfield District 1,976 1,976
Staff 110,363 113,229 (2,866)
Trustees 44,622 42,946 1,676
Sanctuary Loan Payments 9,336 6,008 3,328
Christian Education 52 1,283 (1,231)
Communications 402 413 (11)
Membership 92 (92)
Evangelism 2,269 2,521 (252)
Hospitality 467 550 (83)
Worship 9,721 9,804 (83)
Office 3,463 3,575 (112)
Youth 7 76 1,375 (1,299)

REVERENDFUN.COM COPYRIGHT Gd, INC REVERENDFUN.COM UPYRIGHT G4. ING

S

03-0G-1998 Thanks to Pam Winn

PLEASE INSERT YOUR CREDIT CARD TO BEGIN BRING FRIENDS TO CHURCH DAY IS SUPER
YOUR ELECTRONIC OFFERING TRANSACTION EASY FOR ME .. ALL | NEED IS MY LAPTOP
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Happy Birthday!
S
S o
2T Peg Sherman 157 Tyler Pope 207 Beth Smith
47 Ray Heinlen 16 T Martin Nolen 2171 Laurie Reynolds
471 Pam Holtshouse 18 T Mark Gerger 217 Bryant Sparks
717 Mary Russell 18 1T Linda Hess 2617 Ralph Lyon
8 1 Margaret (Peg) Lyon 18 7 Sandy Young 271 Ethan Strouse
8 T Natalie Rossman 1971 Dorothy Blair 2771 Lydia Strouse
8 1 Brett Tieben 197 Alexandrea Tieben 2771 Jacob Meeks
117 Gary Hess 20T Sandy Michener 28 1 Charles Heinlen
61 Joe Kovach III 1417 Kate Hardesty 1917 Dan Snyder
61 Joan Dilley 14 7 Donna Kalb 227 Derek Weisenauer
61 Mike Tinkey 151 Ben Ellis 261 Jenna Liles
61 Teddie Skidmore 16T Dr. Keith Blair 2771 Jaret Tinkey
7 Kenneth Scott 161 Nancy Motter 281 Ed Kurek
10 7 Barbara Burkhardt 18 1 Chardonay French
10 T Thelma Hawkins 18 T Bob Stickdorn
Happy 3 I January February
47 Ralph & Sue Tomlin 8 1 Larry and Margie Guttenberg
3171 Harold & Barb Miller 147 Ray & Shelley Darnell

18 1 John & Dorothy Miller

General Note: Please contact the church office in regards to using the Fellowship Hall and
reserving tables, chairs / sign out sheet on back of kitchen door.

Jerry and Linda Efaw are expecting a grandbaby in May, daugher Shera and husband Andy are expecting.

Sid and Nancy Maples are expecting a couple of grandbabies, daugher Elizabeth and husband John are expecting and
due in May. Daugher Cyndi and husband Jeremiah are expecting and due in June.

Outreach Committee News:

Our Outreach Committee is available for local projects such as housepainting, repairs, yardwork, etc. Applications
are on the table in the Narthex.

We recently distributed over 400 "Share Jesus" cards as part of an invitation to Christmas Eve services to various
neighborhoods.

The combined Methodist afterschool program is a success.Together our churches are providing a Christian message
to kids (grades 1-4) along with homework help, fun, and snacks.
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Adminstrative Council Notes

As we celebrate this Advent season, I give thanks for all the individuals who make Woodlawn an inviting, inspirational place to
worship.

The sanctuary, decorated in its Christmas finery, is very inviting. I give thanks for all those who use their decorating talents to
make it beautiful each year.

The worship experience is enhanced because the details of worship are taken care of every week: the candles are ready; the pew
pads, hymnals and Bibles are in their proper places; the area is clean; the bulletins are done and distributed faithfully; there are
always flowers on the altar area, the power point includes the music and scripture and announcements each week. All these tasks
are completed by individuals devoted to our church, Thank you to each of you.

The new refreshment table in the narthex is quite a hit. Thanks to those who provide the goodies each week and keep the table
neat and clean.

The hospitality committee is always thinking of new, fun and inspirational ways to make everyone feel welcome at Woodlawn.

There are always flowers in the flower boxes each season. The grounds are well kept. The lawn looks beautiful week in and week
out. The snow is plowed each winter.

Ushers and lay leaders keep the services organized and provide very meaningful and necessary services. Someone counts the of-
fering monies and takes it to the bank each week. Thanks to those individuals and to the congregation for supporting Woodlawn
both prayerfully and financially.

Membership, Finance, Trustee and SPR Committees work tirelessly to handle the details of running the facility and keeping us
updated on needs within the church.

Missions are active at Woodlawn. We all have multiple opportunities each year to support both local and world wide missions.
Thank you to all those who provide the outreach options for us and teach us about those options.

The prayer chain is active. It is comforting to know that there are those ready and willing to pray for any needs of members of our
community.

Sunday School teachers and the Education Coordinator work together to provide sound Biblical teaching each Sunday. Adult
classes are led by capable and dedicated individuals. Members open their homes for Bible study regularly.

United Methodist Women provide lunches, special events and community outreach on behalf of Woodlawn. Thanks to all those
who man the kitchen and keep us fed!

Our youth are fortunate to have | eaders who are working
Christmas play this year is a good example of the work that is done on a regular basis.

Music is a big part of our worship experience. Those responsible for this aspect of our worship are creative, fun and inspired.
Thank you to all those who are a part of this very meaningful part of our worship.

The office is open and available to us on a regular basis. Thanks to those who make sure the many details of management are
completed timely and that we are in good standing with the District.

Last but not least, we give thanks for Pastor Jim and Barb. Without his leadership and inspired messages, we would not be the
church we are today.

I could go on for much longer, but I think you get my point. We have so much to be thankful for this season. I am so thankful for
every person at Woodlawn. May God be pleased with our efforts. Merry Christmas and have a Blessed New Year!

Linda Efaw, Chairman, Administrative Council
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United Methodist Women

Here we are starting a new year.

We want to thaink you for the items on and under the Christmas tree.
Special thanks to Pat Trout who makes those beautiful hats. Pat knits 40

or 50 a year. All these things are sent to children in our area. In 2009, e
the church has supported the UMW on their special projects such as Woodlawn United
blanket Sunday. In January and February we have the following meet- Methodist Church
ings:

Esther Circle, January 12 at 6pm at 1676dpsysvéus
Rebekah Circle, January 20 at 9am at Cookery Bucyrus, OH 44820
Prayer and Self Denial, February 17 at 9am at the church

Blanket Sunday is February 28 PHONE:

419-562-1776
Ellie and I are taking a vacation for calling for food and help for the din-

ners served at the church. Anyone who would be able to do this, please FAX:
contact Ellie. You do not need to be a member of the circles to do this. 419-562-1746
Have a blessed and Healthy New Year. PASTOR JIM ELLIS
Joan Dilley, President HOME PHONE:

419-562-1326

E-MAIL:
Woodlawnoffice1675@yahoo.com

REVERENDFUN.COM COPYRIGHT G4, INC

UNCOM OPYRIGHT GG, INC

Thanls to Shirley Ostrander

HOW COME THE WAITRESS GETS 15Z AND GOP
ONLY GETS 1027

Thanks to Brian Kapp 04-21-1998

HMMMM .. KIND OF IRONIC THAT | HEARD
‘iE:q(JU ‘?INGING "(ROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS"
RLIER



